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PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE

Priest needs to be flexible, creative
Being happy, having
sense of humor helps
Talking about vocations, we must consider a
call to the Holy Priesthood within the Catholic
community.
To me, the priest should
be, by nature, a happy person
because the task is to
announce the “Good News”
of the gospel, church and
faith.
To try to be optimistic,
happy and hospitable rather
than always serious, somber FATHER JIM
or just judgmental is sometimes difficult but always brings good and
truly blessed results in the life of a parish and
in the personal life of the ordained priest.

The vocation is to reach out and refresh people who have grown weary, frustrated or indifferent to what the Good Lord is calling them
to, their own vocation as Christian and
Catholic and lively member of the faith community — spelled parish.
I submit that a priest is a person who chooses to seek and use the gifts of leadership,
understanding, compassion, wisdom and a bit
of humor in order to serve and to build up the
people of God. Today, the respect must be
earned; it’s not automatically given anymore.
We’ve seen clearly that the feet of the priest are
made of clay just like everyone else.
One insight I would share is what St. Paul
said, the priest is called to be “like” a fool for
the sake of Christ. The world would consider
as “foolish” some of the things the modern-day
priest must do to attract people to the sacraments and the things of heaven.
To be flexible and creative are necessary

tools of the trade, as the questions on the clown
application for the Ringling Brothers clown
college state: “How do you face a new day?
How do you adapt to strangers? How do you
deal with unusual situations?”
Our good and Catholic people these days are
afraid to talk about being a priest to younger
persons. It is a shame. A life of satisfaction, joy
and many blessings is found in this vocation,
though it is challenging in a very non-sacred
society.
In the poetic words of an old priest: “To live
in the midst of the world without wishing to be
ruled by its pleasures, to be a member of each
family yet belonging to none, to share sufferings and secrets, to heal and bring pardon and
peace to God’s people, to have a heart of fire
for charity, to bless always. Oh, what a glorious life.”

For these nuns, East meets West in Utica
By FRAN PERRITANO
When East Coast meets West
Coast, good things happen.
Sister Mary Nicholas Amodio,
88, grew up in Utica, received her
sacraments at Mount Carmel and
even sang in the choir.
Sister Margaret Woods, 80, on
the other hand, is what the Beach
Boys sang about – a California
girl. She grew up in Culver City,
Calif.
Today, the nuns are pastoral
ministers for Mount Carmel /
Blessed Sacrament Parish. They
visit patients at St. Elizabeth
Medical Center and Faxton St.
Luke’s Healthcare. They conduct
communion services at Sitrin
Rehabilitation Center and St.
Luke’s Home, and visit the homebound throughout the Utica area.
Though they grew up on separate coasts, the women found their
calling in a similar way – attending Mass.
“I always enjoyed going to
church and serving in a variety of
ways,” Sister Mary Nicholas said.
“In fact, my father teased me,
‘Why don’t you just sleep in
church,’ because I was always
there.
“I was about 21 when I told my
mother I wanted to become a nun,
but she wanted me to wait until
my older sister got married. ‘Ma, I

Sister Mary Nicholas Amodio, left, and Sister Margaret Woods enjoy visiting
the sick and homebound.

said, she doesn’t even have a
prospective husband.’ During
World War II, I went to work at
Rome Depot but never loss my
desire to become a nun. So, I
finally returned to my parents and
told them I was going to become a
nun.”
Sister Margaret felt the calling
when she attended daily Mass,
too, while in school. But there was
competition for her attention.
“I liked school but had more
fun playing sports,” she said. “I
heard about Father Damien in
grade school, who served the lep-

ers in Molokai, Hawaii, and really
felt called to this type of ministry.
I was active in high school, especially in sports, and in my senior
year was asked to remain at St.
Monica’s as a junior varsity
coach.
“This presented a slight dilemma as I had already been accepted
by the Sisters of St. Francis in
Syracuse,” Sister Margaret continued. “I asked my dear mother’s
advice – stay home and become a
coach or go and become a nun?
She simply said, ‘Go and get it
over with!’

“To this day I never regretted
listening to my mother. I was
never in Molokai, but I’ve been in
ministry from coast to coast.”
Sister Mary Nicholas and Sister
Margaret agree becoming a nun
and serving others has been
rewarding.
“Oh yes, and more than I could
hope or imagine for,” Sister
Margaret said. “I have received
much more than I have given. I’m
ever so grateful for God’s goodness to me.”
If the coast-to-coast dynamic
duo could offer advice to anyone
who might be considering a calling to the religious life, they
would “let them know of God’s
love for them and His faithfulness.”
“Religious life is a calling, and
they will know it in their heart,”
Sister Mary Nicholas said. “I
would encourage a prayerful life
and a friendship with Jesus.”
While many people are thinking
of retirement well before they
reach their 80s, that thought doesn’t even cross their minds. Both
say they enjoy what they’re doing
and plan to do it as long as they
can.
And, Sister Margaret agreed
with Sister Mary Nicholas when
she said, “I have enjoyed life to
the fullest and only desire to
remain faithful to the Lord Jesus
until He calls me home.”
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NEXT GENERATION

She’s motivated by music, dance
Katherine Elacqua
uses her talents
to enhance worship
Katherine Elacqua is among the fourth generation in her family to worship and serve
Mount Carmel / Blessed Sacrament Parish.
She plays the flute in the choir, dances at major
religious services and also helps out in the
Faith Formation program. She loves music
and dance and hopes the church remains a big
part of her life.
You always seem to have a smile on your
face. Why is that?
I must be happy! I’m usually surrounded by
happy people, so it’s not hard to make me
smile.
It seems as though you’ve been involved
in the parish since you were born. How did
you end up playing in the choir and interpreting religious dances?
My uncle invited me to start playing in the
choir after playing flute for a few years. He
was very patient while I was beginning to
learn. I’ve danced at Munson-WilliamsProctor Institute since I was 4, so I felt pretty
comfortable when my Uncle Peter asked me to
dance in church.
You’re the fourth generation of Elacquas
to be involved in our parish. Is that a source
of pride and what responsibilities come with
that?
My great grandparents were the first to join
the parish and it was really a big part of my
grandmother’s life. She taught in the school
and was involved in many ways in the parish.
My parents, aunts, uncles and cousins have
always thought it was important to be
involved, too. I am proud of my family’s
involvement in this parish and I’m happy to
help carry on the family tradition.
Is it sometimes tough being in a family
that is so much associated with the church?
It isn’t tough. It is a commitment of time, but
I’ve grown up knowing that church is a priority over anything else, so I’m used to it.
You also are the big sister to two younger
brothers. How’s that going?
Mostly good. We altar serve together in the
parish, and Matthew also plays bass in the
choir. Everyone argues with their siblings at
times, including me, but we love each other
and try to get along for the most part.
Do you feel a responsibility to set a good
example for your brothers?
I’m not sure if they try to follow my example, but I do my best to make good choices,
and I think they do, too.
What do your friends think of your

Katherine Elacqua
Age: 15.
Family: Parents Vincent and Lois Elacqua; brothers Matthew, 13, and Michael, 12.
Education: Notre Dame Junior-Senior High School.
Favorite subject: Science.
Things you like to do in your spare time: Dance, play flute, read, spend time with
friends.

involvement at church?
Sometimes my friends tease me about my
involvement at church, but they understand
that church is very important for my family
and me.
How big a role has God and church
played in your young life so far?
God and the church have played a huge role
in my life so far. It’s a big part of our family
life and I hope it always will be.
If you could pick a role model in your life,
who would it be?
My role model would be my grandmother
Flora Elacqua. When I was little, she was the
first person to teach me to read. I learned many
important things from her, even when she was
dying.
What’s the best advice anyone has given
you?
The best advice I’ve ever received is to be
myself and to do my best.
If you were to give advice to a friend on
why they should go to church and make a
friend with God, what would it be?
I would tell a friend that going to church and
making a friend with God is very important
and definitely would change your life for the
better.
What do you hope the future holds for
Katherine Elacqua?
I hope to always be involved in some way in
music and dance and I hope that God and the
church remain a big part of my life.

I’ve danced at Munson“Williams-Proctor
Institute
since I was 4, so I felt pretty
comfortable when my
Uncle Peter asked me
to dance in church.”
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THE SUMMONS
Priests with ties to the parish discuss what it’s like to be
‘men in black’ and offer ideas on increasing vocations
By FRAN PERRITANO
ather William Pizzoglio. Father Joseph Berton. Father Joseph
Moffo. Father Ludwig. Father Ralph DiOrio. Father Peter
Bortolazzo. Father John Corraro. Father Carmen Negro. Father
Henry Benin. Father Joseph Salerno. Father John Rose. Father
Jim Cesta.
The list is nearly endless of the names of the men in black who have
served at St. Mary of Mount Carmel Church in its 116 years of existence.
Many remember when the parish had a least three priests in residence
at one time. Prior to Vatican II, parishioners could witness two Masses
going on in church at once – one on the main altar and another on one
of the side altars.
But, as we all know, that’s not the case anymore. Many parishes only
have one priest. Others have to share clergy. The number of men entering the priesthood has declined precipitously over the decades.

F

Just check out the numbers in the Diocese of Syracuse alone.
In 1979, there were 401 priests in the diocese – 171 of them younger than
45 and 192 between the ages of 45 and 69. Contrast that with 2011: There
were 240 priests in the diocese, and only 140 of them were active. Just 14
were younger than 45, and there were 91 between the ages of 45 and 69.
The projections for the future are more grim.
The diocese predicts only 14 men will be ordained through 2018. It
projects that by 2020, there will be 81 active priests.
What draws men to the priesthood? What are the positives and negatives? Is there anything that can be done about the downward spiral?
Five priests with close connections to Mount Carmel / Blessed
Sacrament share their views. Current pastor Father Jim and former pastors Father John Rose and Father Joseph Salerno offer their insights.
Also, two priests who have very close ties to the parish also express
their thoughts: Father Carmen Malacari and Father Tom Servatius.
Here’s what they have to say:

Father Jim Cesta
Age: Middle age.
Ordained: May 18, 1974.
Connection to Mount Carmel / Blessed
Sacrament: Current pastor.
When did you get the “calling,” or when
did you know you wanted to become a
priest?
From earliest years I had a desire and attraction to the priesthood since about seventh
grade public school.
What’s the best part of being a priest?
To be involved in the life of the people we
serve, in times of joy and celebration, and times
of loss or set back or sorrow. To teach and
preach and apply the Gospel Word to everyday
living is a source of challenge and satisfaction.
What’s the toughest part?
To respond to many calls and needs and
requests with limited time and dealing with the
shortage of priests these days. The number of
priests continues to decline and older priests
are serving longer?
The number of priests continues to
decline and older priests are serving longer?
If you were in charge and could make or
change the “rules,” what’s the one thing you
would do to increase vocations?
Consider the option of married Catholic
clergy for those so inclined in the future.

Father John Rose
Age: I am ageless.
Ordained: May 13, 1972.
Current assignment: St Vincent de Paul in
Syracuse.
Connection to Mount Carmel / Blessed
Sacrament Parish: Former pastor.

Father Jim on the day of his ordination, May 18,
1974.

Father John Rose, former Mount Carmel /
Blessed Sacrament pastor.

When did you get the “calling,” or when
did you know you wanted to become a priest?
From as early as junior high school I felt
called to be a priest.
What’s the best part of being a priest?
There are many dimensions of priesthood
that I love, especially being with people in
times of joy and celebration as well as in times
of suffering and pain. I love being able to offer
people God’s forgiveness in the Sacrament of
Reconciliation and to help process with someone a problem they struggle with. It is a great
joy to experience moving from a place of pain
to a place of healing. As I have entered my wisdom years I realize that priesthood is less about
doing and more about being present to God and

others and being a sign of the kingdom of God.
What’s the toughest part?
Having to deal with negative people who are
close-minded and have not done their inner
work.
The number of priests continues to
decline and older priests are serving longer?
If you were in charge and could make or
change the “rules,” what’s the one thing you
would do to increase vocations?
In this age of the shortage of priests, it is a
question of making celibacy an option in the
diocesan priesthood. There are many potential
candidates for the priesthood, some of whom are
married, others of whom are women, all of whom
feel like they have an authentic call from God.
There is no biblical or theological reason
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which would prohibit women or married men.
Many married Anglican priests have been
received into the Roman Catholic priesthood,
including those in the new Ordinariate. Should
potential candidates wish to live a celibate
lifestyle, they have the option of religious life
or monastic life.

Father Joe Salerno
Age: 64.
Ordained: May 1980.
Current assignments: Pastor of the Church of
Our Lady of Lourdes in Utica, regional vicar,
fire and police chaplain for the city of Utica.
Connection to Mount Carmel / Blessed
Sacrament: Native son and former pastor.
When did you get the “calling,” or when
did you know you wanted to become a
priest?
The desire was there from the time I was
quite young; therefore, I entered and graduated
from a high school seminary.
What’s the best part of
being a priest?
Being with people at the
most joyous and the most difficult moments of their lives.
What’s the toughest
part?
The many, varied, and
sometimes impossible expectations — from those of the people you serve
to those in authority.
The number of priests continues to
decline and older priests are serving longer?
If you were in charge and could make or
change the “rules,” what’s the one thing you
would do to increase vocations?
I have been the pastor of two parishes. Each
parish has seen someone ordained to the priesthood during my time there. Example and
encouragement are key. I would also allow
anyone who feels the call to ordained ministry
be given the opportunity to pursue the call.

Father Carmen
Malacari
Age: 50.
Ordained: Oct. 9, 1993.
Current assignment: Pastor of Holy Spirit
Catholic Church in Denver, N.C.
Connection to Mount Carmel / Blessed
Sacrament Parish: Baptized, First Holy
Communion, Confirmation, altar server, decorated church during Christmas, graduated
from Mount Carmel School in 1977.
When did you get the “calling,” or when
did you know you wanted to become a
priest?
My dad would often ask me to consider the
possibility of a vocation to the priesthood as a
child. I became aware of the possibility of a
calling in high school while speaking with my
high school religion teacher Father Anthony
LaFache, who said that he sensed God calling
me to the priesthood.

Father Carmen Malacari, a native son of Mount Carmel, and Random, his “assistant pastoral minister.”

At first I considered becoming a religious
brother, based upon the witness of the
Xaverian Brothers at Notre Dame High
School. They were very helpful in tutoring me
in some of my high school studies. They greatly inspired me because of their care and concern about my education.
I seriously became aware of a call to the
priesthood after my second year of college. I
was floundering in terms of what direction to
go in life. I studied biology in my first year of
college at Nazareth College in Rochester in
hopes of becoming a biomedical illustrator.
I wasn’t happy with that, and then returned
home and attended Mohawk Valley
Community College where I tried studying to
be an electrical engineer. After not being satisfied with my exposure to that field as well, my
dad suggested that I speak to a priest to help
me discern what direction my life should take
and if there was a possibility of a vocation to
the priesthood.
I contacted my religion teacher Father
LaFache who was stationed at the time at St.
Mary’s on South Street and began to seriously
speak to him about the possibility of becoming
a priest. After many hours of conversation with
him, he drove me to the Chancery in Syracuse
where I met with the vocation director, Father
Fred Daley at that time.
After meeting with him I began to reflect
and pray upon a vocation to the diocesan
priesthood. After four months of reflecting and
considering the possibility of becoming a
priest, I began the formal application process
with the diocese of Syracuse.
What’s the best part of being a priest?
For me, the best part of being a priest is the
celebration of the Eucharist and the celebration
of the sacraments. When I first sensed God call-

ing me to the priesthood it was the celebration
of the sacraments that really appealed to me.
I also feel that when I witness someone spiritually transform from who they once were to
who they are now – that brings me the greatest
joy. In dealing with a person’s soul you usually can’t see, or always know, if a change takes
place – we can only trust that God is at work in
them. However, when you are able to visually
observe and sense someone’s personal and
spiritual transformation, it brings me the greatest source of joy to be an instrument in that
person’s life.
What’s the toughest part?
The toughest part of being a priest today is
challenging people by preaching the word of
God to a society that is becoming increasingly
secular, that does not understand the importance of human life from the moment of conception and that is fooled into believing that
happiness and fulfillment are found in consumerism.
Secondly, I find that the administrative and
financial responsibilities of being a priest and
pastor to be very difficult and challenging as
well. As a pastor there are so many different
responsibilities and tasks that have to run through
your fingers almost on a daily basis, which seem
to take away at times from the pastoral and spiritual responsibilities of our vocation.
The number of priests continues to
decline and older priests are serving longer?
If you were in charge and could make or
change the “rules,” what’s the one thing you
would do to increase vocations?
I believe that Vatican II truly paved the way
for the challenges that the church would
encounter in the future. I believe that we need
Please see THE SUMMONS, Page 7
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OUR PARISH HERITAGE

Sicily gets a bum rap
Forget the stereotype and take in the beauty and history
Mention Sicily to the average person on the
street in America and visions of Mafiosi,
exploding cars and gang shootouts come to
mind.
That’s really too bad. This Vermont-sized
island at the geographical center of the
Mediterranean has been the crossroads of
western civilization for more than 2,500 years.
A trip earlier this year to this fascinating place
was a reminder to my wife and me, lifelong
students of Italian language and culture, of the
greatness of this complicated land.
Our first port of call was the city of Palermo,
Sicily’s largest city and
regional capital. Founded
by the Phoenicians in the
7th century BCE, it eventually
became
a
Carthaginian base and
later Roman. It sits in the
shadow
of
Monte
Pellegrino on the north
along the “Conca d’oro,”
a crescent of land bordered on the other end by A.J. VALENTINI
Capo Zafferano. The
German poet Goethe was so taken by its beauty that the captain of the ship upon which he
arrived had to prod him from his stupor. The
vestiges of its Arab and Norman rulers is present in its ornate Duomo, which rather than a
Christian church looks more like a Moroccan
fantasy.
In nearby Monreale, the duomo’s interior
exhibits brilliant mosaics that rival those of the
great Byzantine centers of the Mediterranean.
Its adjoining Benedictine abbey has a cloister
that may remind one of a scaled down version
of Granada’s Alhambra with its ornate doublecolumned portico and arabesque fountain.
East of Palermo is found the duomo of
Cefalù, built by the Norman King Roger II in
the 12th century. It has a fortress-like entrance,
complete with narrow windows in the towers
from which archers could defend the terrorized
citizenry who took refuge there during attacks.
The dramatic setting of the building is not lost
on the casual observer. It sits at the base of a
huge rocky promontory that the Greeks said
resembled a head. They named the place
Kephalos, which over time became Cefalù.
At the western end of the island, the
medieval town of Erice sits almost a half mile
above the surrounding countryside upon the
foundations of ancient Phoenician and Greek
buildings. The imposing Castello di Venere is
built on the exact spot where there was once a
temple dedicated to Venus. The town’s Mother

Photos by A.J. VALENTINI

ABOVE: The castle of Erice. BELOW, LEFT: The Duomo of Noto. RIGHT: The original Greek columns
embeded in the walls of the Cathedral of Siracusa.

MORE PHOTOS – PAGE 8
Church is actually built out of stone from that
temple.
South of Erice is the city of Trapani, which
derived ancient prosperity from the harvesting
of sea salt and further along one discovers
Marsala. Its name is derived from the Arab
name Marsah el Ali (Port of Allah). Known
today for its sweet wine, during the Italian
Risorgimento Giuseppe Garibaldi began his
campaign in 1860 here with his thousand men
to free southern Italy from the power of the
Bourbons.
On Sicily’s southern coast can be found
some of the best preserved Greek temples in
the Mediterranean basin in Agrigento’s Valley

of the Temples. Here there was no marble, so
early residents of ancient Akragas used the
local stone and covered it with white plaster. It
is said that the gleam of the ancient city could
be seen miles out to sea. Pindar called it
“man’s finest town.” Studying the stones, one
can note Greek ingenuity in techniques of antiseismic construction.
The eastern half of the island is dominated
by Mount Etna, Europe’s largest and most
active volcano. Many Greek legends were born
here; the home of the Cyclops and the fiery
furnace of the god Vulcan, for example. At the
foot of the mountain is Sicily’s second largest
Please see SICILY, Page 7
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THE SUMMONS
Continued from Page 5

to revisit many of the important documents
such as “Gaudum et Spes” and the “Church in
the Modern World” that were issued at the
council because many of these documents
have yet to be fully realized.
I believe that Pope John Paul II’s document
on the “Universal Call to Holiness” needs to be
revisited as well. The Lord calls all of us by the
virtue of our baptism to step forward and to
utilize the gifts and talents that we all have
been blessed with and put them at the service
of the church and of our brothers and sisters.
If the baptized understand that each of them
is called to step forward and minister and serve
in the church, then many of the ministries that
priests and religious once assumed perhaps can
be done by them.
Perhaps the Holy Spirit is moving us in a
new and different direction and asking us
priests and religious to step aside and make
room for the people of God to step forward and
help build up the Body of Christ.
Since John Paul II placed in the “Deposit of
Faith” that women cannot be ordained to the
priesthood, since the church does not have this
tradition I don’t think that this will ever
change. The church has and continues to have
a special place in its church for women and the
valuable ministry that they provide to the Body
of Christ.
Perhaps with the influx of former Anglican
married priests, who have entered into full
communion with us, may be one way of helping to address the decrease in vocations to the
priesthood.

Father Tom Servatius
Age: 52.
Ordained: June 7, 2003.
Current assignment: Pastor of St. Augustine’s
Parish, Baldwinsville, and director of
Seminarian Formation for the diocese.
Connection to Mount Carmel / Blessed
Sacrament Parish: I’m an adopted son.
When did you get the “calling,” or when
did you know you wanted to become a
priest?
Started thinking about it at 9, and has been
on the back of my mind since. I almost applied
at 19, and again at 26, but finally took the
plunge at 37.
In my mind, it was more of
a question of when, not if.
And one night in Friendly’s on
Burrstone Road, Father Joe
Salerno threatened me. He said
that if I didn’t go to seminary,
he was going to make me the
festival chairman! Knowing
how heavy then-chairman
Mario LaPolla’s briefcase was
back then, it was a no-brainer.
What’s the best part of being a priest?
I cannot remember the last day I had when I
DIDN’T laugh. The best part has gotta be the
people. Seeing God’s presence among them.
They’re awesome.
What’s the toughest part?
1) Striking a balance between competing
demands. 2) Navigating the waters of conflicting expectations. 3) And dealing with polariza-

tion — the mindset which would say, “Since
you don’t think like I do, you’re clearly
wrong.” That really gets under my skin. And
no one (lay, religious, ordained, liberal, conservative, progressive, traditional, Democrat,
Republican) seems to hold a monopoly on this
mindset. It is frighteningly rampant.
The number of priests continues to
decline and older priests are serving longer?
If you were in charge and could make or
change the “rules,” what’s the one thing you
would do to increase vocations?
Since there is a greater chance of my becoming an urban landscaper than there is of my
becoming the “one in charge,” I’m not gonna
go there. Besides, the Spirit is in charge.
You’re director of seminary formation.
Tell us something about this job.
It is my responsibility to screen applicants
for the seminary and facilitate a recommendation to the bishop about the applicants.
For several years (long before the abuse crisis), Syracuse has had a reputation for conducting some pretty rigorous screening procedures, and I thank my predecessors in the position for their wisdom is setting it up this way.
It also is my job to journey with them during
the formation years. Currently, the diocese has
13 seminarians, ranging in formation stage
from junior year in college to fourth year of
major theology. It can take anywhere from five
to nine years to complete formation.
We send them to either Washington,
Baltimore or New York. They’re good guys.
Sure, they drive me crazy sometimes, but
they’re worth it. And if I were to be rolled into
an ER today, I’d be at peace with any one of
them standing over me.

TO READ THE FULL VERSION OF THIS STORY, VISIT WWW.MOUNTCARMELBLESSEDSACRAMENT.COM

SICILY
Continued from Page 6

city and industrial center, Catania. Like all the
cities in this area, it is replete with gorgeous
examples of Baroque architecture.
In 1693, a horrendous earthquake brought
the area to its knees and almost every building
down to its foundations. The Spanish Viceroys
rebuilt the cities, mapping out organized city
grids and filling them with gorgeously opulent
monuments to their wealth. Catania also has
had the flowing lava of Mount Etna to deal
with. It is a city of two colors, the black basalt
from the lava and the white limestone of nearby Siracusa to the south.
Siracusa, on the other hand, is far enough
away from Etna to be spared its wrath.
Founded in 753 BCE by Greeks from Corinth,
it became one of the most powerful city-states
in the ancient world, even taking on Athens,
Carthage and Rome.
Its Duomo is the oldest continuously used
religious structure in the world. It began as a
Greek temple to Athena in the 5th century

BCE, it then became a Roman temple, a
Byzantine church, a mosque and then a church
again. The center of the ancient city was on the
island of Ortigia, but its largest collection of
ancient monuments is on the mainland and
includes the largest sacrificial altar in the
Greek world, the remains of the stone quarry, a
Roman amphitheater and one of the largest
Greek theaters around.
Hewn out of the “living rock” of a hillside,
it could accommodate 14,000 spectators at a
performance. It is still used today for a Greek
theater series every spring.
Almost to the southern tip of the island of
Sicily is the jewel of Sicilian Baroque, the
town of Noto. As previously stated, most of the
cities had to be rebuilt after 1693. Noto was
actually moved five kilometers to a new site so
the planners began with a “tabula rasa.”
All is constructed out of the local limestone,
which takes on different hues throughout the
day. The neighborhoods are neatly divided
between the social classes, yet all are designed

to allow for maximum sunlight. Exterior and
interior decoration provides a feast for the eyes
and the local almond pastries and gelato provide a feast for the palate.
To the north of Catania one can visit another ancient theater in Taormina. Situated high
above the straits of Messina, this garden spot
offers awesome views of the coastline and
mother Etna.
Its public gardens and private balconies
bloom with a profusion of colorful flowers. Its
theater, first constructed by the Greeks and subsequently modified by the Romans, hosts concerts and plays even today. Its shops are chock
full of Sicilian handcrafts and designer ware.
So you see, there are many sides to the fascinating island of Sicily. Few places on earth
can boast such history and artistic treasures.
Summers are quite hot there but the beaches
are plenty and there are shady spots and cool
drinks to help keep the traveler comfortable.
This writer highly recommends a visit to “la
Sicilia!”
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Sicily: A gem in the Mediterranean

Clockwise, from
top
left:
The
Temple of Concord
in the Valley of the
Temples
(Agrigento), the fountain
in
the
Benedictine cloister of Monreale,
the industrial city
of Catania at the
foot of Mount
Etna, the Greek
theater of Siracusa,
the Duomo and
Cathedral
of
Palermo.
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